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Kelly Hancock

From: Chelsea Kenny

Sent: Friday, 5 November 2021 2:13 pm

To: Dave Flintoff

Cc: Andrew van Bussel; Kelly Hancock

Subject: RE: Oroua Drainage Board - Pukepuke Lagoon

Attachments: FW: Phone Message - Ian Gilchrist, Manawatu District Council; Manawatu District 

Council Easement WA 219.pdf

Kia ora David,  

 

As per our phone conversation, I’m still awaiting responses from a couple of iwi – there is still an expectation that 

hui will go ahead to discuss various issues (either with iwi there or just DoC).  

 

We have received a reply from Rangitane o Manawatu and I’ve summarised their below concerns. 

 

Rangitane o Manawatu has declined to meet due to the following issues:  

- Lack of engagement from the board and council to discuss the boards' activities over the past 13 years (they 

have only had one hui with the board and MDC in 2009 regarding your desire to dig a second outlet through 

the pukepuke pa site (now RoM settlement property). 

- Concerns regarding the negative ecological impact this activity has caused on the tuna (eel) population. 

- In 2015 they witnessed a kahahi bed destroyed in the outlet stream – there is an issue with cultural 

observation being ignored 

 

These comments have highlighted concerns that the conditions outlined in your concession  (refer to spillway and 

water level monitoring conditions within schedule 3) has not been met.  

 

In late 2017 we had raised concerns regarding the absence of environmental monitoring and reporting. A follow-up 

meeting was held with the board and Ian Gilchrist (MDC) in February 2018 to highlight and mitigate this issue. MDC 

was to send through the required monitoring data. In 2019 another follow-up email was sent to Ian (refer to 

attachment) due to failure in providing this information. As of yet, there is no evidence that spillway and water level 

monitoring conditions within schedule 3 have been met.  

 

On that note can you please provide the following:   

- Any evidence of environmental monitoring and reporting undertaken pursuant to spillway and water level 

monitoring conditions within schedule 3  

- Any evidence that the above had been supplied to the Department  

- Last date of mechanical clearance of the spillway at Pukepuke Lagoon 

 

Once we have a full understanding of the various concerns we can work through a process in addressing them.  

 

Let me know if you have further questions.  

 

Nga mihi,  

 

 

Chelsea Kenny 
Ranger, Community - Kaitiaki, Ao Hāpori  
Department of Conservation—Te Papa Atawhai 
M:0272396862 
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Look forward to your response. 

 

Thanks and regards, Dave 

 

 

DAVE FLINTOFF l Reticulation Team Leader 
l Manawatu District Council l  Private Bag 10001 l  Feilding 4743 l 
l P: (06) 323 0000 l M: 0272631893 l www.mdc.govt.nz l 
 

"Our people delivering great service to our community."  

 

   

 

From: Chelsea Kenny <chkenny@doc.govt.nz>  

Sent: Tuesday, 12 October 2021 3:45 pm 

To: Dave Flintoff <Dave.Flintoff@mdc.govt.nz> 

Cc: Kelly Hancock <khancock@doc.govt.nz> 

Subject: RE: Oroua Drainage Board - Pukepuke Lagoon 

 

Kia ora Dave,  

 

I’m just following up with you regarding your intention to potentially vary the terms of your concession.  

 

Are you able to clarify your intentions to vary the concession and If you wish to vary the concession can you please 

advise the changes you wish to implement.  

 

Feel free to give me a call or email.  

 

Nga mihi,  

 

 

Chelsea Kenny 
Ranger, Community - Kaitiaki, Ao Hāpori  
Department of Conservation—Te Papa Atawhai 
M:0272396862  

 

 

 

 

 

 

From: Kelly Hancock  

Sent: Friday, 16 July 2021 1:02 pm 

To: Dave.Flintoff@mdc.govt.nz 

Cc: Christina Haynes <chaynes@doc.govt.nz> 

Subject: RE: Oroua Drainage Board - Pukepuke Lagoon  
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Kia ora Dave,  

 

Thanks for contacting DOC regarding your intent to clean out a drain at Pukepuke Lagoon using an excavator.  

 

As I am sure you are aware, Manawatu District Council have an easement to drain stormwater along the Easement 

Area. Under the special operating conditions outlined in Schedule 3 of the easement document, mechanical clearing 

of vegetation must be undertaken between 1 January and 31 March.  

 

I understand you have had some discussion with Sara previously about changing that condition as there are some 

potential issues with the stipulated timeframe, including ability to do the work at that time of the year and the 

impact it may have on wildlife such as matuku/bittern.  

 

As it currently stands, the easement doesn’t permit the work you intend doing in August to be done at that time.  

 

We can request a variation to the easement to change that, but would need to understand all potential effects of 

the proposed change – including potential effects on biodiversity and on cultural values which requires engagement 

with iwi that have interests there.  

 

There are three iwi groups with interests at Pukepuke Lagoon:  

 Rangitaane o Manawatu,  

 Ngā Wairiki Ngāti Apa, and  

 Ngāti Raukawa ki te Tonga.  

 

If MDC would like to engage with iwi directly, that would be great. You would need to provide evidence that iwi 

have considered the proposal.  

 

Alternatively, DOC can lead this as part of the decision-making process.  

 

It might be useful to see if we can get interested parties together for a hui (in-person or via Teams) to talk through 

potential issues first.  

 

I’ll wait to hear back as to if/how you want to proceed.  

 

Nga mihi,  

 

Kelly Hancock 
Supervisor Community | Kaitauawhi Hāpori 
Manawatu District 
Department of Conservation | Te Papa Atawhai 
M: +64 27 590 9231  

My usual office hours are  9am – 2.30pm, Monday – Friday.  

Te Papaioea / Palmerston North Office 
28 North St | Private bag 11010, Palmerston North 4442 
T: +64 6 350 9700  






